MSNet Workshop and Exercise

Purpose:  Install MSNet and all needed files.  Make ini and station files.  Run MSNet periodicaly.  Then read and interpret the log files.

Description:  In this exerscise we will install ActiveState Perl 5.8.3 and some Perl modules.  We will then install MSNet.pl.  Build some “ini” and “station” and run MSNet to poll some of the local station we have created and some of the stations of Chirinet.

We will then analyize and discuss the log files, try different levels of  debugging.

We will schedule MSNet to run periodically and set it running.  Small follow ups during the week.

Installation of   ActiveState Perl 5.8.3  and MSNet

1.  Log on to our local FTP server or use the CD and copy the Perl MSI install file on to your laptop or computer.  Install Perl.

Install DateTime::Precise (must be installed from Perl, see MSNet install manual)

Install Seisan::Tools (must be installed manually, see MSNet manual)

2.  Use a any word processor to write a “hello world” program and then run it to test the Perl installation.  Type the line below into your editor and save it as “hello.pl” (text only)


print “hello world”;

Run it.

3.  Install MSNet, follow the instructions in the manual

4. Open the “ini” file on the distribution and modify it for use on our internal network.  Create “station” files for the stations were have on our campus and chirinet stations. Set the DELETE_FILES parameter in the “station” file to 99/.

6. Run MSNet manually and check the log. Discuss each log line with you group.

7. Disconnect one of the local campus station from the network then run MSNet, check the log.  Disconnect your computer from the network and run MSNet check the log.  Discuss each log line with your group.

6.  With your text editor open MSNet.pl find and change the first logging  message to Spanish.  Run MSNet and check the log, did it work?

7.  Install nncronLITE or use Windows Task scheduler. Set MSNet to run every 10 minutes.  

8. Leave your computer running overnight.  Check the logs in the morning. What can you tell?

Optional.  Set tightVNC to work your MSNet computer.  Before you goto bed check into your MSNet computer and take a look at the logs. 

