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Introduction

The Faculty of Natural Sciences has a close cooperation with the University of Tibet, Lhasa and in 2003, funds were allocated to the Department of Earth science to start building a small seismic network around Lhasa. The purpose is to:

· Locate earthquakes and determine magnitude.

· Advise the public about earthquakes occurring in the area

· Be an adviser for the public authorities on all aspects of the local seismic risk and give general advice on earthquake related problems 

· Teach basic seismology and geophysics

· Build up a local data base for research (will attract scientist from outside for cooperative projects) 

Two students are now studying seismology. One is expected to finish in the spring semester of 2004 and one in 2006.

Activities in 2003

Equipment for the 3 stations wes acquired using project funds for 2003. Suitable sites were located during a field trip to Lhasa during the summer of 2003. The 3 new stations are partly installed, however some technical problems arose due to the extreme elevation of the locations and some of the equipment will have to be modified and reinstalled. Meanwhile a spare system of a different type has been sent to Tibet do more testing of the height related problem. The local people will do these tests.

Since no local data has been recorded so far, a study using the one international digital station is Lhasa is underway by one of the students in Bergen. This is data, which also will complement data from the future local network. Initial results show that there are frequent local events within 100-200 km of Lhasa. Historical data indicate that there is a potential for magnitude 6-7 earthquakes in the region, thus justifying the construction of a local seismic network.

Plans for 2004

New or modified equipment will be tested in Bergen and installed near Lhasa in the middle of the year.  After some data collection, a second visit will be made to help setting the institutional aspects of the seismological observatory including daily operation, location and magnitudes and filed maintenance.
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